



May 2026

Dear Parents & Carers
Re:  Reception Start September 2026
As we look ahead to September 2026, we are very much looking forward to welcoming your children into Reception and beginning the next exciting chapter of their school journey.
To support a positive and successful transition from Nursery into Reception, we will be implementing a staggered start during the first four days of term, from Tuesday 1st September to Friday 4th September 2026 inclusive. During this period, children will attend two morning sessions and two afternoon sessions, spread across the four days. Lunch will be included for all children, allowing them to experience this important part of the school day in a calm and supported way. Please note that no additional childcare will be available during the sessions your child is not attending Reception, although Breakfast Club and TeaRex will continue to operate as usual.
The purpose of this staggered start is entirely centred around your child. Reception marks a significant step forward in school life, and although some children may have attended Nursery full time, the expectations and structure of Reception are vastly different. These first days are therefore not simply an extension of Nursery, but the beginning of a new phase that deserves time, care and individual attention.
This staggered approach allows us to focus on building strong, trusting relationships with each child - understanding where they may feel less confident or worried, as well as recognising the areas that make them truly sparkle and shine. It gives us the opportunity to observe how children settle into new routines, transition between lessons, and navigate busy spaces such as the dining room. From years of experience, we know that eve[image: A white background with red outline

Description automatically generated]n the most confident children benefit from this support - whether that is learning to separate from parents in the morning, managing new social expectations, or simply adjusting to the pace of the Reception day.
Equally important to us is the chance to build strong relationships with our parents. For families who will be using Breakfast Club and TeaRex regularly, we recognise that opportunities for daily contact during the school day may be limited. These first few days allow us time to connect, communicate, and establish a strong partnership from the very start.
We appreciate that, from a childcare perspective, the shorter sessions may feel inconvenient, particularly for families whose children have attended Nursery full time. However, please be assured that this is not an inconsistent transition. Rather, it is a carefully planned, bespoke introduction to Reception, designed to give your child the best possible start to the rest of their school life.




In a world that is increasingly fast paced, with ever-growing expectations placed upon children, we strongly believe in taking this time to slow down, to listen and to support each child as an individual. Thank you for your understanding and support as we work together to ensure a happy, confident, and successful start to Reception.
You will receive further details about your child’s staggered start sessions and timings in a separate letter. [image: A white background with black dots
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Finally, there will be a new parent coffee morning on Monday 14th September, after dropping off, where it would be lovely for everyone to meet one another over a drink and pastry.
We very much look forward to welcoming you and your children in September and sharing this exciting journey with you.
Yours sincerely


Mrs Jen Bowler
Head of Early Years Academic
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