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INTRODUCTION 

 
In 2021, our A Level and BTEC students received outstanding results, which were even more 

impressive given the challenging year we’ve had. Almost exclusively, every student gained 

entry to their first-choice university, joining those who were successful with their 

Apprenticeship and Art Foundation applications. 

  

The students achieve these results through a combination of ability, hard work, superb 

teaching and the unstinting support they receive. We look after them, monitor them closely 

and offer an array of strategies to help them if they are struggling and to enable them to 

achieve the highest possible marks and grades. Many of them do far better than they or their 
parents would ever have thought possible. The Sixth Form team fully supports each student 

in securing their individual post-18 plans. 

 

Some of those starting university have taken up places to study Mathematics & Philosophy at 

Oxford, Psychology at Durham, Nursing at Exeter, Aeronautical Engineering at Imperial, 

History & Political Economy at King’s College, London, Business Management at Leeds, 

Anthropology at University College London, Film at Edinburgh Napier, Economics at 

Loughborough, Sports Science at Brunel, Physiotherapy at Cardiff, Medicine at Nottingham, 

English Literature at Liverpool, Law at Queen Mary and Marketing at Bristol.  

 

However good their final results are, A Levels and BTECs are no longer enough. To secure 

their post-18 goals, students need a range of skills, achievements and interpersonal skills. The 

Sixth Form aims to equip them for the challenges ahead and offers a diversity of experiences 

that are fun, stimulating and useful. 

 

This is an exciting time for the Sixth Form at Lingfield. We have introduced several new 

initiatives and the details of some of them are in the pages that follow. We hope that the 

range of A Levels and BTECs on offer, the quality of the teaching, the standard of the facilities 

and the superb post-18 support we offer preclude any need to look elsewhere. However, 

students do have to reach certain standards to join us in the Sixth Form, the details of which 

are set out on the following page. 

 

Academic Study in the Sixth Form 

In Year 12 we have increased our student/teacher contact time. Students will select three 

subjects (with a few choosing four). This may be a combination of A Levels and BTECs. Students 

should select subjects that they enjoy and want to study to a greater depth. They are advised 

to speak to their teachers to see if they have the ability to pursue a subject to a higher standard. 

Students will be asked to choose subjects in order of preference, including a reserve subject.  

Every effort will be made to offer students as many of their higher preferences as possible.  

Homework 

The homework set by staff should be regarded as a minimum and the successful Sixth Form 

student is one who broadens and deepens their knowledge through extra reading, note making 

and exercise completion. 

A Sixth Form student should, on average, expect five hours of homework per subject per 

week, although this will increase as exams approach. We would therefore expect students to 

be doing approximately three hours of effective study each evening, plus a further eight hours 

over a weekend. 

 

 



Study Periods 

Provision is made for students to study quietly in School when they are not being taught. Students 

are supervised in the Study room to ensure a quiet working environment.   

 

Sixth Form Appraisal System 

Students are monitored closely by their tutor, but are also helped to manage and be responsible 

for their own studies.  

Reports are sent home via iSAMS (our computerised database) at regular intervals throughout 

the two years. These give attainment grades based on assessed work, effort and target grades 

plus comments from the subject teachers, Tutor and Head of Sixth Form. 

Tutors are the first point of contact for parents for queries or clarification. If a student is 

underperforming, they are placed on Academic Monitoring; regular targets are set and progress 

reports are sent home.  

 

Academic Support 

It is important that we maintain a balance between helping the students become independent 

thinkers, who are able to manage their own studies, and providing academic support for those 

who need it. Tutorials are organised for students needing extra academic support through their 

subject areas. We run revision clinics at lunchtimes and after school. These are an opportunity 

for students of all abilities to get a little extra help that could just push them up to the next grade.  

 

 

After School and Saturday study sessions 

Supervised study sessions are in place after school every day and on Saturday mornings. 

Students can be put into sessions by their teachers or can choose to attend. 

 

 

Sixth Form Student Welfare Officer 

Our students’ mental health and wellbeing is extremely important to us.  Our Student Welfare 

Officer, Mrs Walton, works closely with the Head of Sixth Form and is available every day for 

the students to talk to. 

  



Sixth Form Entry Requirements 

 
Applications for entry into our Sixth Form are warmly welcomed. We recommend that all 

prospective students attend our Sixth Form Open Evening to meet subject teachers and Sixth 

Form staff.  

 

Students interested in joining Lingfield College for Sixth Form are required to attend a taster day 

in January. This includes attending taster lessons in their preferred subjects, an interview with 

the Deputy Head of Sixth Form and an assessment to determine their suitability to study A 

Levels and BTECs. After the Taster day, if both parties are happy to proceed, we will apply for 

copies of Year 11 reports and predicted grades from the student’s current school.   

 

Ideally, we are looking for students to achieve 43 points from their best 7 GCSEs (eg. One grade 

7 and six grade 6). Whilst this is not a rigid entrance requirement, in our experience, it provides 

a good indication of a student’s ability to manage, and succeed, in the Sixth Form.  

 

Students entering with less than 43 points will need a discussion with the Head of Sixth Form 

about their subjects. 

 

Please note that if an offer is made, it may stipulate which subjects the student can choose to 

study at Lingfield.  

 

A minimum of an 8 grade is needed to study Mathematics, Science or MFL. 

 

In order to progress from Year 12 to Year 13, we are looking for students to achieve a minimum 

standard in their end of year internal exams (see table below). This is because Year 13 is more 

academically demanding. 

 

A Level, BTEC combination Minimum Standard 

3 A Levels B,C,D 

2 A Levels + 1 BTEC C,C, Merit 

1 A Level + 2 BTEC C, Merit, Merit 

3 BTEC Merit, Merit, Merit 

 

Students will be given the opportunity to re-sit end of year exams to reach these standards. 

Failure to pass an exam will result in the student being unable to continue the subject in Year 

13. 

 

Sixth Form Scholarships   
Sixth Form Academic scholarships are awarded for 60 points from 7 subjects, granting a 15% 

discount. Additional Maths, which is only offered to our most able Mathematicians, does not 

carry a point tariff. 
 

GCSE Grade Lingfield Points 

9 9 

8 8 

7 7 

6 6 

5 5 

4 4 

 



All Sixth Form Scholarship holders take part in a weekly Scholars session and work towards 

an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). The EPQ is open to other Sixth Form students if 

they wish to do it. 

 

Students may gain Scholarships in more than one discipline; however, there is a cap on the 

discount available and combined Scholarships may not exceed 20% remission of fees.   



WHAT ELSE IS ON OFFER? 
 

Outside Speakers 

As part of the students’ broader educational experience, we host a series of specialist lunchtime 
talks in our Lecture Theatre. Students are encouraged to attend those of interest. Talks have 

included: 

• Engineering 

• Law 

• Gap years 

• Medical school applications 

• Apprenticeships 

• Finance 

• Aerospace, communications and transport 

These are carefully selected to stimulate, enthuse, motivate and raise aspirations amongst our 

students. 

Enrichment Week 

At the end of Year 12, we run an Enrichment Week, giving students the opportunity to engage 

in a range of activities such as a TEFL course (Teaching English as a Foreign Language), first aid, 

self-defence, car maintenance and the very popular chocolate workshop. Activities such as the 

first aid course provides a certificated skill that students can add to their CVs.  

Year 12 students have had the opportunity to volunteer overseas.  Previous groups have visited 

Kenya, Ghana and Sri Lanka with Projects Abroad, teaching English or Maths and helping to 

build new classrooms in local communities. Our annual overseas trip is, in the short term, 

unable to happen, but we are looking to organise a similar opportunity in the UK. 

Volunteering 

Volunteering is an important part of the Sixth Form curriculum and an increasingly essential 

addition to the students’ CVs. Some go to the NCYPE (National Centre for Young People with 

Epilepsy) and help through reading, sport and art. A team of Year 12 students goes out to a 

local primary school on a weekly basis to help in their classes and our Year 13 Prep School 

Links team is similarly attached to our Prep School, visiting on a regular basis to help with 

lessons and clubs. 

Students also find work through a number of volunteering organisations, eg. Worldwide 

Volunteering. Students doing Duke of Edinburgh carry out a wide range of volunteering as part 

of their awards, for example working in care homes, leisure centres and hospices.  

Year 13 students who wish to be mentors to our younger students receive mentoring training 

and meet with their mentee each week to offer support and a friendly face. 

 

Sport 

Games forms an important part of the Sixth Form timetable. Students will have access to all 

major team sports such as football, hockey, netball and rugby sevens in the winter and spring 

terms. Cricket, tennis, athletics and rounders are on offer in the summer. The expanding 

fixture list against other local independent schools gives plenty of opportunity to represent 

the School at all levels of ability.  



There is also a broad range of other sports and activities, both on and off campus, offered to 

students to try throughout the year.  Bouldering at Volume 1, squash and badminton at King’s, 

East Grinstead, as well as golf at Lingfield Park. Basketball, table tennis and volleyball sessions 

are a number of the sports activities held at the School. 

 

Use of the fully equipped fitness suite and sports hall are also options on offer for all members 

of the Sixth Form.  

Extended Project Qualification  

 

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an opportunity for students to develop their own 

interests through independent research under the guidance of a supervisor. The EPQ gives 

students control over their area of investigation.  It is compulsory for scholarship holders. 

 

The EPQ has four parts. Firstly, students attend a 30-hour taught course, which covers the 

skills necessary to conduct an independent investigation or research project.  Students then 
produce a ‘log’ which charts the origins, progress and setbacks of their investigation, and 

reflects, critically, upon what they have achieved over the course of completing the EPQ.  

There is also a ‘product’ which usually takes the form of a 5,000-word essay, but it can also 

be an event which is managed by the student, or an artefact created by the student.  Finally, 

students make a ten-minute presentation on their work to a live audience. 

 

Previous projects have included:   

 

• To assess the impact of drill music on a modern British society and its values 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the treatment of Type One Narcolepsy 

• Does modern architecture live up to the expectations of being environmentally 

sustainable? 

• To what extent does the anti-vaccination movement have an impact on the NHS? 

• An investigation into whether the incarceration of criminals delivers the intended 

behavourial reforms and correction. 

• Should photon propulsion replace chemical propulsion for travel to Mars? 

Discursive Writing Competition 

The Discursive Writing Competition is open to all Sixth Form students and is an opportunity 

to produce a project exploring and expressing their opinions on current affairs and issues that 

matter to them. They can devise their own question and are encouraged to undertake wide 

ranging research to inform their final presentation that can take the form of a speech, editorial 

article, formal essay or short documentary.  

The most recent winning title was “Are the health risks surrounding vaping merely smoke and 

mirrors?”.   

Careers Guidance 

Careers guidance at Lingfield has expanded significantly.  Students currently at Lingfield are 
likely to have several career changes during their working life and it is important for them to 

identify specific areas of interest and transferable skills which will prepare them for the future. 

The development programme already underway includes the on-going training of tutors and 

the setting up of a work experience database. Much of the Careers guidance students receive 

is aimed at choosing suitable university courses. We have a well-established pathway for 



advising students about UK university applications through UCAS and are developing further 

links to advise students about studying abroad, in particular supporting students with their USA 

applications.  

Our Careers Advisor, Maggie Mortleman, who has twenty years’ experience working in the 

Recruitment industry, is in school three days a week.  She runs a programme of careers 

workshops, which include CV writing skills, networking and research skills using LinkedIn, the 

importance of work experience and how to find it, interview preparation, apprenticeships, 

and Degree apprenticeships.   

 

Mrs Mortleman provides additional support and training for students to deal with new 

emerging recruitment practises, eg. artificial intelligence interview techniques, assessment 

centre days and skills-based interviews. She holds one-to-one meetings with all students to 
provide them with the guidance to develop an action plan to help with their decisions after 

Sixth Form.   

 

Students interested in applying for an apprenticeship are fully supported by Mrs Mortleman 

with a step-by-step Apprenticeship programme.  As a result, a number of our students have 

been awarded places on highly competitive and sought-after Degree apprenticeships. 

 

Work Experience Database 

Recent work experience has included Thales, Meridian Radio, PWC, Mace Group, Close 

Brothers, John Lewis, Nestlé, Atkins and the Queen Victoria Hospital.  

  

Parents of all Lingfield students are invited to contact Mrs Mortleman if they are able to offer 

work experience for students in Years 11-13.  Suitable work experience strengthens 

applications to many university courses and is essential for disciplines such as Medicine and 

Teaching.  The career ambitions of Lingfield students are wide-ranging and we welcome the 

opportunity for them to gain some insight into the workplace in their proposed discipline.  

We are particularly interested to hear from parents involved in business, finance, law, media 

and advertising, engineering and all healthcare professionals.  

 

Careers Fair 

 
The Lingfield Careers Fair takes place every two years in the Spring term, the next being on 

5 March 2022. The organising team includes Sixth Form volunteers who help by 

communicating the event to students beforehand and ensuring the smooth running of the day. 

The Fair includes includes a broad selection of careers and has included specialists in the 

apprenticeships field, such as Nestle, PWC and Thales. 

   

Lingfield alumni are invited to give short talks throughout the day, not just about their 

experience of higher education and getting into the world of work, but also those who have 

chosen a different path towards their career choice. Students prepare for the Fair through 

their PSE programme. 

 

 

Lingfield Alumni 

We are keen to involve former Lingfield students who are always willing to give something 

back to the School.  We keep in contact with former students once they leave us as we 

continue to take an interest in their career development long after they leave School.  We 

welcome visits from former students who are able to give an insight into their university 



courses and subsequent experiences in the job market, as the information they can pass on 

to existing students is invaluable. 

 

Privileges and New Responsibilities 
 

The Sixth Form operates on a system of trust. It recognises the need for young adults to 

develop in an atmosphere of freedom, but also one which encourages responsibility. The Sixth 

Formers enjoy a different working relationship with staff and their own space within the 

School. They have greater control over their use of their time, but they are also the leaders 

in our community, serving as School Officials, House Captains, Subject Captains and Prefects. 

They show enthusiasm and support for School events and are often responsible for developing 

new initiatives. They are expected to help with the organisation and running of the Lower 
School. 

 

 

Alison Folkard 

Head of Sixth Form 
 

  



ART AND DESIGN   

Fine Art   

 

 

 

 
  

  
  
  

 

 

 

Who are we looking for?  

Fine Art is both an academic and creative subject. Students will need to have the ability to 

carry out extensive research, experiment, develop ideas and present well-informed concepts 

and outcomes. Time management on these courses is essential.  

   

 

Art students will:   
 

• Students opting to study Fine Art at A Level will require a GCSE in Art  
• They will need to have achieved a level 9-6 but a 9-7 is preferable  
• Need to be organised, focused and passionate about Art  
• Need excellent drawing and visual language skills  
• Be able to take risks and experiment with processes and ideas  
• Be creative, imaginative and forward thinking  
• Be able to generate your own concepts and develop outcomes  
• Need to be able to work independently and be willing to act on feedback  

    

 

The Specification:  
 

Our Edexcel A Level in Fine Art has been designed to ensure that students not only develop 

practical artistic skills and abilities, but also study Art and Design and its various contexts. So, 

in addition to making artefacts, students will be encouraged to reflect on their own work and 

on the work of others and will develop aesthetic understanding and critical judgement.  

Students will also develop intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive powers, as well as 

investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills.  

   

 

The Four Assessment Objectives include:  

A01: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and 

other sources demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.  

   

A02: Experiment with and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and 

processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops.  

   

A03: Record in visual and other forms ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, 

demonstrating an ability to reflect on work and progress.  

   



A04: Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating critical 

understanding, realising intentions and, where appropriate, making connections between 

visual, oral or other elements.  

   

Studying Art at A Level   

Studying Fine Art at A Level is very rewarding and students will have the opportunity to 

explore their own ideas and develop exciting outcomes. Lessons are divided up between 

whole class workshops to help develop skills, personal tutorials, group critiques and 

independent study. Students receive personal weekly feedback and targets and this allows 

them to develop concepts that are individual to them. In Year 13, students complete a 

personal investigation and, as part of this project, they produce a written essay that explores 

their concept. This research essay supports students’ practical work and allows them to 

demonstrate a deeper understanding of their theme and influences.  

   

The Externally Set Assignment is released on 1st February and contains a theme and suggested 

starting points. Students have from 1st February until the commencement of the final 15-hour 

period of sustained focus to develop preparatory studies. The 15-hour period of sustained 

focus under examination conditions may take place over multiple sessions (usually held at the 

beginning of May).  

   

What else do we offer?  

• We offer two dark room days, life drawing opportunities and a two-day exam 

preparation open studio during the Easter holidays  
• A Level students have their own studio to work in outside of lessons  
• Open studio runs Tuesday to Thursday from 4-6pm  

• The opportunity to enter various Art and Design competitions  

• Organised trips including the bi-annual opportunity to partake in an international trip  

• All Art students are expected to visit galleries in their own time  

  
 

Housekeeping  

   

Students will incur a cost of approximately £60 for a starter pack which includes:  

• Sketchbooks, portfolio, top up materials pack.   

  

NB. Students must ensure they wear protective clothing. The school does not accept responsibility for 

damage to clothing. Students must accept responsibility for the storage of their artwork in their plan 
chests and subsequent collection of their artwork.  

   

 

Victoria Lewis   

Head of Art & Photography  



BIOLOGY 

To study Biology at A Level, students are expected to have achieved a grade 8 or 9 in GCSE 

Biology. Separate GCSE Biology is highly recommended as a precursor to studying A Level 

Biology. 

  

The Subject and its Potential 

Biology provides access to a wide range of career and education opportunities, such as a degree 

course in Biology, Zoology, Botany, Biochemistry, Medicine, Nursing, Dentistry, Psychology, 

Pharmacy, Environmental Science, Microbiology or Biotechnology and many others. 

 

Aims of the Course 
• to build on concepts and skills that will have been developed in the GCSE Science 

specifications, presenting Biology as exciting, relevant and challenging.  

• to present essential principles in contexts that students find interesting and stimulating. 

• to develop practical skills alongside understanding of concepts and principles.  

• to foster the application of knowledge. 

 

Course Structure 
At Lingfield College we will be offering the AQA specification in Biology to provide a seamless 

progression from the AQA GCSE in Biology. Students will be expected to attend a weekend 

day trip during each year of the course and a residential field course in the summer term. 

 

The Assessment Objectives Examined in the course are: 
• AO1 knowledge and understanding 

• AO2 application and analysis 

• AO3 analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence 

 

Subject Content 
Sections 1–4 are designed to be covered in the first year of the A Level. 

1. Biological Molecules  

2. Cells  

3. Organisms Exchange Substances with their Environment  

4. Genetic Information, Variation and Relationships Between Organisms 

 

Sections 5-8 are designed to be covered in the second year of the A Level. 

5. Energy Transfers in and Between Organisms (A Level only) 

6. Organisms Respond to Changes in their Internal and External Environments (A Level 

only) 

7. Genetics, Populations, Evolution and Ecosystems (A Level only) 
8. The Control of Gene Expression (A Level only) 

 

Assessment 
Sections 1-8 are assessed by three papers weighted as follows:  

Paper 1 and 2 will have a weighting of 35% of the course each and Paper 3 will have a weighting 

of 30% of the course. 

Practical assessments have been divided into those that can be assessed in written exams and 

those that can only be directly assessed whilst students are carrying out experiments. 

 



A Level grades will be based only on marks from written exams. Overall, at least 15% of the total 

marks for the A Level will be awarded by the assessment of practical skills. 

 

A separate endorsement of practical skills will be taken alongside the A Level. This will be 

assessed by teachers and will be based on direct observation of students’ competency in a range 

of skills that are not assessable in written exams. Teachers will assess students against Common 

Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) issued by the awarding organisations. Students who 

demonstrate the required standard across all the requirements of the CPAC will receive a ‘pass’ 

grade. 

 

Further Information about A Level Biology Assessments 
Additionally, at least 10% of the marks in assessments for Biology will require the use of 
mathematical skills. These skills will be applied in the context of Biology A Level and will be at 

least the standard of higher tier GCSE Mathematics. 

 

Textbooks  
The course will be supported by textbooks. These are purchased by the students. 

 

 

Jonathan Grant 

Head of Biology 

Head of Science 

  



BUSINESS A Level  
 

The subject and where it takes you  
A Level Business provides students with access to a wide range of possible career and higher 

education opportunities. The course is very much an “applied subject” meaning it gives 

students a chance to learn how businesses are structured, what entrepreneurship is, what 

makes a good leader, as well as introducing them to different types of businesses and the 

strategies they put in place for success. Students who study Business A Level are well placed 

to go on to study various aspects (eg. Marketing, Management or HR) at degree level, or join 

an apprenticeship or apprenticeship degree course.  

  

A Level Business combines well with a range of Social Science, Humanities and Mathematics 

subjects, leading to university courses in areas such as Management, Marketing, Human 

Resources, Law, Accountancy and Economics.  

  

Aims of the Course  
• to develop students’ understanding of organisations and the markets they serve 

and the processes of adding value and decision-making in a dynamic external 

environment  

• to make students aware of the economic, environmental, ethical, legal, 

governmental, social and technological issues associated with business activity.  

• To enable students to gain the sort of analytical skills that will enable them to 

work successfully in management roles, or to pursue higher qualifications.  
  

Course Structure – Content and Assessment  
The course followed is Edexcel Business and all assessment is at the end of Year 13.  

  

The course is structured around 4 key themes:  

  

Theme 1 – Marketing and People  

• Meeting customer needs  

• The market  

• Marketing mix and strategy  

• Managing people  

• Entrepreneurs and leaders  

  

Theme 2 – Managing Business   

• Raising finance  

• Financial planning  

• Managing finance  

• Resource management  

• External influences  

  

Theme 3 – Business Decisions and Strategy  

• Business objectives and strategy  

• Business growth  

• Decision-making techniques  

• Analysing competitiveness  

• Managing change  

  

Theme 4 – Global Business  

• Globalisation  

• Global markets and business expansion  

• Global marketing  



• Global industries and companies (multinational corporations)  

  

  

Assessment  

  

At A Level all the exams are at the end of Year 13 and comprise three two-hour papers as 

follows:  

  

Paper 1 – Marketing, People and Global Business (testing topics in themes 1 and 4)  

  

Paper 2 – Business Activities, Decisions and Strategy (testing topics in themes 2 and 3)  

  

Paper 3 – Investigating Business in a competitive environment (testing topics across all 4 

themes and based upon a pre-release case study)  

  

Students sit an internal exam at the end of Year 12, not an external AS exam.     

  

  

For more information about the qualification see the Edexcel website below:  

  

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce15/business/Pages/default.aspx  

  

  

  

Joss Bolton  

Head of Economics & Business  

  

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce15/business/Pages/default.aspx


BUSINESS BTEC Level 3 Nationals Qualification  
  

The subject and where it takes you  
BTEC Business covers many similar areas as the Business A Level but with assessment spread 

across the two years of Sixth Form, with a mixture of internal coursework, external exam 
and controlled assessment units. It is highly recommended for students who like to be 

assessed on coursework developed throughout the year, as opposed to through the 

summative exam process. The course provides access to a wide range of possible career and 

higher education opportunities through practical-based learning about different types of 

businesses, their objectives, how they operate, how they are organised, how they market 

themselves and aspects of finance. Students develop skills that they can use in either planning 

their own business start-up or for working within a small, medium, or large organisation. The 

emphasis is on practical knowledge and skills.  

  

Business BTEC combines well with other BTECs and a range of Social Science and Humanities 

subjects. It can lead to entry onto school leaver programmes, such as apprenticeships, or to 

university courses in areas such as Management, Marketing, Human Resources, Law and 

Accounting.  

  

Aims of the Course  

• to develop students’ understanding of organisations and the markets they serve (Unit 1)  

• to make students aware of personal financial decisions and the importance of finance to 

business success (Unit 3)  

• to allow students to appreciate what is required to develop a marketing campaign for a 

small or medium sized business (Unit 2)  

• to study aspects of our Criminal Justice system though the Law unit (Unit 23)   

Course Structure – Content and Assessment  
The course followed is Pearson BTEC Level 3 Business (Extended Certificate).  

  

  

  

  
Students study Units 1 & 3 in Year 1, and Units 2 & 23 in Year 2.  

  

External Assessment  

  

58% of the course is externally assessed while the remainder of the course is assessed through 

coursework internally. The external assessments are as follows:  

  



  

  

  

Please note changes are being made to Unit 2 but have not been finalised yet.  

  

For more information see the Pearson website below:  

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/business-2016.html  

  

  

Joss Bolton  

Head of Economics and Business  

  



CHEMISTRY 

To study Chemistry A Level, students are expected to have achieved a grade 8 or 9 in GCSE 

Chemistry. Separate GCSE Chemistry is highly recommended as a precursor to studying A 

Level Chemistry. Mathematics and/or another Science are excellent complementary courses 

to A Level Chemistry. 

 

The Subject and its Potential 

What can I do with Chemistry A Level? Almost anything! Chemistry A Level provides access 

to a wide number of degree courses such as Biomedical Science, Chemical Engineering, Earth 

and Environmental Science, Dentistry, Geology, Immunology, Medicine, Microbiology, 

Optometry, Pharmacy, Sports Science, and Veterinary Science. It is one of the subjects that 

appears most often in university entry requirements and studying it will keep many options 

open for university study. 

 

Aims of the Course 
The qualification aims to: stimulate and sustain your interest in, and enjoyment of, Chemistry; 

show the relationship between the development of the subject and its application; to 

recognise the value of Chemistry to society and how it may be used responsibly; develop skills 

in laboratory procedures and techniques. 

 

Course Structure  
We offer the AQA specification in Chemistry for A Level to provide a seamless progression 

from GCSE Level Chemistry. Students will be expected to attend a day trip during each year 

of the course. 

 

Assessment Objectives 
The Assessment Objectives examined in the A Level Chemistry course are: 

• AO1 knowledge and understanding 

• AO2 application and analysis 

• AO3 analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence 

 

Subject Content 
Sections 1-4 are designed to be covered in the first year of the A Level. 

 

1. Atomic structure and Bonding 

2. Energetics, Kinetics and Redox 

3. Groups 2 and 7 Chemistry 

4. Organic Functional Group Chemistry 

Sections 5-9 are designed to be covered in the second year of the A Level. 

 

5.   Thermodynamics and Equilibrium 

6.   Acids and Bases 

7.   Period 3 and Transition Metal Chemistry 

8.   Functional Group Chemistry 

9.   Organic synthesis and analysis 

 

 

 



A Level Assessment 

At A Level, sections 1-9 are assessed by three papers weighted as follows: Paper 1 and 2 will 

have a weighting of 35% of the course each and Paper 3 will have a weighting of 30% of the 

course. At A Level, practical assessments have been divided into those that can be assessed 

in written exams and those that can only be directly assessed whilst students are carrying out 

experiments. 

 

A Level grades will be based only on marks from written exams. Overall, at least 15% of the 

total marks for the A Level will be awarded by the assessment of practical skills. 

 

A separate endorsement of practical skills will be taken alongside the A Level. This will be 

assessed by teachers and will be based on direct observation of students’ competency in a 
range of skills that are not assessable in written exams. Teachers will assess students against 

Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) issued by the awarding organisations. 

Students who demonstrate the required standard across all the requirements of the CPAC 

will receive a “pass” grade. 

 

Further information about the A Level Chemistry Assessments 

Additionally, at least 20% of the marks in assessments for Chemistry will require the use of 

mathematical skills. These skills will be applied in the context of Chemistry A Level and will 

be at least the standard of higher tier GCSE Mathematics. 

 

Textbooks 
The course will be supported by textbooks. These are purchased by the students. 

 

 

Dr Matthew Purcell 

Head of Chemistry 
 

  



COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

The Subject and its Potential 

 
Computer Science is a practical subject where you can apply the academic principles learned 

in the classroom to real-world systems. It’s an intensely creative subject that combines 

invention and excitement, that can look at the natural world through a digital prism. The 

course will give you the opportunity to learn computational thinking, helping you to develop 

the skills to solve problems, design systems and understand the power and limits of human 

and machine intelligence. 

 
What will I study? 
 

The qualification will be focused on programming and emphasise the importance of 

computational thinking as a discipline. There’ll be an expanded maths focus, much of which 

will be embedded within the course. 

 

Aims of the Course 

 
The aims of Computer Science are to enable learners to develop: 

 

An understanding of and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer 

Science including: 

• The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience 

of solving problems. 

• The capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. 

• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of Computer Science. 

 

 

Course Structure 

 
Component 01 - Computer Systems: Software and its development, Types of 

programming languages, Data types, representation and structures, Exchanging data and web 
technologies, Following algorithms, Using Boolean algebra, Legal, moral and ethical issues. 

 

Component 02 - Algorithms and Programming: Elements of computational thinking, 

Programming and problem solving, Pattern recognition, abstraction and decomposition, 

Algorithm design and efficiency, Standard algorithms, there’ll be a short scenario/task in the 

exam paper, which could be an algorithm. You will be required to analyse it and provide a 

suitable solution. 

 

Component 03 Programming project: You, with the guidance of your teacher, will select 

your own user-driven problem of an appropriate size and complexity to solve. This will enable 

you to demonstrate the skills and knowledge necessary to meet the Assessment Objectives. 

You will need to analyse the problem, design & implement the solution and give a thorough 

evaluation. 

  



Assessments: 
 

Computer Science A Level will be fully linear so assessment of your knowledge and 

understanding of the whole course takes place at the end of two years of study. 

 

The A Level will consist of three components, two of which will be externally marked question 

papers making up 80% of the qualification. The other 20% will be the coursework project, which 

will have an emphasis on coding and programming. 

 

The assessment structure for the course is as follows: 

01 Computer Systems: Marks: 140; Duration: 2 hr 30 mins; Weighting: 40% 

02 Algorithms and Programming: Marks: 140; Duration: 2 hr 30 mins; Weighting: 40% 
03 Programming project: Marks: 70 marks; Weighting: 20% 

 

What other subjects go well with Computer Science? 
Traditionally Computing has often been combined very successfully with a Science or 

Mathematics. However in the modern computer industry people come from all sorts of 

backgrounds very often not remotely mathematical. Communication skills are often as important 

as a logical mind. 

 

After the course? 
You can, based on your results, apply for Computer Science/Software Engineering related 

disciplines at university or take an apprenticeship route to gain experience and qualifications as 

a software engineer/software developer etc. 

 

 

Benjamin Monk 

Head of Computer Science 

  



DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 

 
The Subject and its Potential 

 
Employment in the creative industries is growing at twice the national rate, and now 

accounts for more than 6% of all jobs in the UK according to 2019 data from The UK 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. 

 

Drama and Theatre Studies is accepted by all universities and colleges in line with all other 

academic subjects. Beyond that, employers increasingly favour the creativity, problem solving, 

and communication skills covered in Theatre Studies through working both practically and 
academically in a collaborative environment.  

 

“Many jobs require additional and very human qualities like communication, empathy, creativity, 

strategic thinking, questioning, and dreaming. Collectively, we often refer to these qualities as “soft 

skills,” but don’t let the name fool you; these soft skills are going to be hard currency in the job market 

as AI and technology take over some of the jobs that can be performed without people.” 

(Bernard Marr, internationally best-selling author, popular keynote speaker, futurist, and a 

strategic business & technology advisor to governments and companies). 

 

Qualifications 

It is not necessary to have taken GCSE Drama but an interest and some experience in the 

subject is essential. A willingness and enthusiasm to participate within a group and sound literary 

skills are needed. There is a minimum number of two students needed for the course to run. 

 

Course Structure 
Pearson Edexcel Drama and Theatre (Course code 9DR0) 

A Level comprises Components 1, 2, 3.  
The A Level course consists of two coursework components and one externally examined paper. 

 

Component 1: Devising (code: 9DR0/01) 

Coursework 

40% of the qualification 

80 marks 

Content overview 

• Devise an original performance piece 

• Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli 

• Centre choice of text and practitioner 

• Performer or designer routes available 

Assessment overview 

• Internally assessed and externally moderated 

• There are two parts to the assessment: 

1) A portfolio (60 marks): (30% of qualification) 

Written evidence of between 2500-3000 words or recorded/verbal evidence between 12-14 

minutes or combination.  

2) The devised performance /design realisation (20 marks): (10% of qualification). 

 

 

 

 
 



Component 2: Text in Performance (code: 9DR0/ 02) 

Coursework 

20% of the qualification 

60 marks 

Content overview 

• A group performance / design realisation of one key extract from a performance 
text. 

• A monologue or duologue performance design realisation from one key extract 

from a different text. 

• Centre choice of performance texts 

Assessment overview 

• Externally assessed by a visiting examiner 

• Group performance / design realisation: worth 36 marks (12% of qualification) 

• Monologue or duologue/ design realisation: worth 24 marks (8% of qualification) 

 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (code: 9DR0 / 03) 

Written examination: 2hrs 30 mins 

40% of the qualification 

80 marks 

Content overview 

• Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance. 

• Practical exploration and study of a complete text – focusing on how this can be 

realised for performance. 

• Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance text, in 

light of a chosen practitioner – focusing on how this text could be reimagined for a 

contemporary audience. 

• Centre choice of 15 performance texts.  

• Choice of 8 practitioners 

 
Drama and Theatre and transferable skills 

Cognitive skills: Non-routine problem solving, systems thinking, critical thinking, ICT literacy 

Interpersonal skills: Communication, relationship-building, collaborative problem solving 

Intrapersonal skills: Adaptability, self-management and self-development 

 

Drama and Theatre beyond School 

 

Drama is a popular subject at degree level and many universities offer single and joint honours 

courses. Drama schools offer an alternative training for the exceptionally gifted, but these are 

highly competitive and do not always offer a degree course.  Drama and Theatre Studies 

develops transferable skills well suited to careers in any of the following areas:  

 

Creative Arts Law  

Teaching/coaching Management/Leadership 

Journalism Entrepreneurship 

Police Social care/nursing 

Psychology Event Planning 

 

 

Josh McEwan 

Director of Drama 

  



ECONOMICS  
 

The Subject and its Potential  
Economics is broadly divided into two main areas – microeconomics and 

macroeconomics. Students study both aspects together both in Year 12 and Year 13, with 

different teachers.  

  

Microeconomics deals with the actions of individual firms or markets. Economic theory and 

concepts are studied then applied to reality, through contemporary issues such as:  

  

Government policy to reduce household waste; regulation of firms such as Google that are able 

to achieve monopoly power; how to tackle rising obesity levels; how to alleviate inequality, resolving 

issues around the supply of adequate housing.   

  

Macroeconomics deals with the economy as a whole. Students analyse changes to the 

economy through understanding the impact of policy on inflation, unemployment, the balance 

of payments and international trade. Students will apply economic theory to current problems 

and issues, such as:  

  

How the government should stimulate sustainable growth in the UK economy; the impact of growing 

protectionism for developed and developing economies; the effectiveness of policy to overcome such 

issues as unemployment caused by the development of AI.  

  

Aims of the Course  
Many students study Economics with a view to continuing to university level or starting 

careers in government, financial and corporate roles. The course is very effective at 

introducing students to issues that will have a significant impact on their lives. There is a 

very strong emphasis on the development of critical thinking skills.  

  

Course Structure  
The course followed is AQA Economics 7136 which has all assessment at the end of Year 13.   

  

The course is structured around 2 key themes:  

  

Theme 1- Individuals, Firms, Markets and Market Failure  

  

• Economic methodology and the economic problem  

• Individual economic decision making  

• Price determination in a competitive market  

• Production, costs and revenue  

• Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets and monopoly  

• The labour market  

• The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and inequality  

• The market mechanism, market failure and government intervention in markets  

  

  Theme 2 - Macroeconomics  

• The measurement of macroeconomic performance  

• How the macro economy works: the circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis and related 

concepts  

• Economic performance  

• Financial markets and monetary policy  

• Fiscal policy and supply-side policies  

• The international economy  



  

Assessment  

At A Level all the exams are at the end of Year 13 and comprise three two hour papers as 

follows:  

Paper 1 – Markets and Market Failure (testing topics in Theme 1)  

Paper 2 – National and International Economy (testing topics in Theme 2)  

Paper 3 – Economic Principles and Issues (testing topics across both Themes 1 and 2)  

  

Students sit an internal exam at the end of Year 12, not the external AS exam.     

   
For more information, see the AQA website below:  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-A Level/economics-7135-7136  

  

  

Joss Bolton  

Head of Economics & Business 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-A


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
The Subject and its Potential 

Students of A Level English Language have a wide range of skills open to them as many of the 

skills learned are transferable.  These include writing for a variety of audiences and purposes, 

responding to written and spoken texts and expressing informed and independent opinions. 

 

English Language (or Linguistics) can be studied in Higher Education as a single subject or in 

combination with many other subjects such as History, Media, Law, Politics and Foreign 

Languages. 

 

Aims of the Course 
This course is suitable for those who have an interest in how and why the English language 

has developed in the way that it has. It is studied as a living entity from earliest times right up 

to the changes which are taking place because of the technology of today. It reflects English 

both spoken and written in the real world and students are taught to be discriminating in their 

reading and aware of the manipulation apparent in many kinds of speech.  

 

Course Structure and Assessment 
We follow the syllabus offered by the AQA board.  

 

A Level Subject Content 
• Textual variations and representations 

• Children’s language development 

• Language diversity and change 

• Language discourses 

• Writing skills 

• Language investigation 

• Original writing 

• Methods of language analysis underpin each component. 

 

Assessments 

Paper 1: Language, the individual and society  
What’s assessed: 

• Textual variations and representations 

• Children’s language development 

• Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 

Written exam (2 hours 30 minutes)100 marks, 40% of A Level 

 

Questions: 

Section A: Textual variations and representations 

Two texts (one contemporary and one older text) linked by topic or theme. 

• A question requiring analysis of one text (25 marks) 

• A question requiring analysis of a second text (25 marks) 

• A question requiring the comparison of the two texts (20 marks) 



Section B – Children’s language development 

A discursive essay on children’s language development, with a choice of two questions 

where the data provided will focus on spoken, written or multimodal language (30 marks) 

 

Paper 2: Language diversity and change  
What’s assessed: 

• Language diversity and change 

• Language discourses 

• Writing skills 

• Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 

 

Written exam (2 hours 30 minutes) 100 marks, 40% of A Level 

 

Questions: 

Section A: Diversity and change 

• One question from a choice of two: 

• Either: an evaluative essay on language diversity (30 marks) 

• Or: and evaluative essay on language change (30 marks) 

 

Section B – Language discourses 

Two texts about a topic linked to the study of diversity and change. 

• A question requiring analysis of how the texts use language to present ideas, 

attitudes and opinions (40 marks) 

• A directed writing task linked to the same topic and the ideas in the texts (30 marks) 

Non-exam assessment: Language in action 
What’s assessed: 

• Language investigation 

• Original writing 

• Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 

 

Assessed: word count 3,500, 100 marks, 20% of A Level. Assessed by teachers, moderated 

by AQA. 

Tasks: 

Students produce: 

• A language investigation (2,000 words excluding data) 

• A piece of original writing and commentary (1,500 words total) 

 

 

Alex Sweetlove 

Head of English 
  



ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
The Subject and its Potential  
English Literature offers students a wide range of possible higher education and career paths. 

The skills developed are in high demand from employers and universities. The subject 

develops independent and critical thought, research skills and the power to express ideas 

effectively and succinctly in both spoken and written forms. 

 

Aims of the course 
Anyone studying for an A Level in Literature must be an avid reader, confident and able to 

discuss the various issues that Literature presents. Analytical responses to poetry, prose and 

drama texts nurture independent and collaborative thinking together with a critical and 

philosophical open mindedness. 

 

Course Structure 
We follow the Edexcel Exam Board syllabus and students all study the full A Level. 

 

Paper 1 Drama (30%) 
Students will: 

• Study on Shakespeare play and one other drama from either tragedy or comedy- both 

texts may be selected from one or both of these categories. We have chosen to study 

Tragedy: Othello and A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. 

• Study a collection of critical essays related to their selected Shakespeare play. 

Students’ preparation is supported by: Shakespeare: A Critical Anthology 

provided by the board. 

Paper 2 Prose (20%) 
Students will: 

• Study two prose texts from a chosen theme. At least one of the prose texts must be 

pre-1900. Our chosen theme is The Supernatural and we compare Dracula by Bram 

Stoker and The Little Stranger by Sarah Waters. 

Paper 3 Poetry (30%) 
Students will: 

• Study poetic form, meaning, language, style and conventions in a wide range of modern 

poetry including the set texts from the Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of 

the Forward Books of Poetry 2002-2011 

• Study aspects of an established literary canon from the pre-1900 selection set by the 

exam board. We have selected to study the work of John Keats 

Non-Examined Assessment (Coursework) 20% 
Students will have a free choice of two literary texts to study in comparison. Chosen texts 
must: 

• Be different from those studied in the exam components and not in translation. 

• Be complete texts that may be linked by theme, movement, author or period. 

• Be selected from poetry, drama, prose or literary non-fiction… 

 

Alex Sweetlove 

Head of English 

  



GEOGRAPHY 

 

The Subject and its Potential 

Geography is a subject which aims to understand the nature of the physical and human 

environment whilst unravelling the debates surrounding the contemporary challenges facing 

the world today. The subject appeals to those who want a greater understanding of the 

world we live in from the physical processes that underpin and impact life on Earth to 

the growing influence of the human society in which we live. Geography is a hugely 

important and relevant subject today due to the growing awareness of environmental 

destruction, inequalities and geopolitical conflicts. Geography bridges the Arts/Science 

barrier and consequently combines well with many subjects such as Biology, Physics, 
Mathematics, English, History, Business Studies and Economics.  

 

Aims of the Course 

The course aims to challenge perceptions and stimulate investigative and analytical skills. It 

allows students to broaden their knowledge and understanding of places, environments, 

concepts, processes, interactions and change at a variety of scales from local to global. 

Students will be able to construct arguments and draw conclusions from geographical 

information and issues. 

 

Course Structure - Content and Assessment 

We will be following the syllabus offered by the AQA Examinations Board. There are two 

exam papers and one coursework unit. 
 

A Level 
 

Paper 1: Physical Geography (40% of A Level) 

 

Section A: Water and Carbon Cycles. Students will study the importance of the water and 

carbon cycles for life on Earth. It asks students to contemplate the significance of these cycles 

within the natural environment and human populations. 
 

Section B: Coastal Systems. Students will create an informed appreciation of the beauty and 

diversity of coasts and their importance as human habitats through studying the processes 

and landforms that shape the coastline. 

 

Section C: Hazards. Students will be taught to engage with many dimensions of the 

relationships between people and the environment through exploring the origin and nature 

of a variety of natural hazards and the various ways humans respond to them. 

  

Paper 2: Human Geography (40% of A Level) 

 

Section A: Global Systems and global governance. Students will contemplate the driving forces 

behind globalisation, the increased interdependence between people, states and environments 

and the complex dimensions of contemporary world affairs. 

 

Section B: Changing Places. The focus for students is on people’s engagement with places, 

their experience of them and the factors and processes which impact places causing them to 

change and develop over time. 

 



Section C: Contemporary Urban Environments. Students look at urban growth and the 

environmental and social challenges facing human populations such as environmental 

sustainability and social cohesion. 

 

Geography Fieldwork Investigation (20% of A Level) 

  

Students are required to undertake 4 days fieldwork which begins to inform the independent 

investigation. Students will then create their own unique question/hypothesis, decide on the 

methods to use, collect and analyse data and finally conclude and evaluate the investigation. 

This is written up as a 3000-4000 word report. 

 

 

Geography and Key Skills 

Geography lends itself to the development of a wide range of transferable key skills. Studying 

geographical issues requires problem solving and critical thinking, while collecting and 

presenting fieldwork data develops digital literacy through the use of Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS). The fieldwork investigation fosters independence, self-motivation 

and how to manage time effectively. Students are also expected to read widely around the 

subject which prepares them for the challenges of university. 

 

 

 

Amy Greetham 

Head of Geography 

  



HISTORY 

The Subject and its Potential 
 

The course will appeal to those students who: 

• have an interest in the study of the past and its importance 

• seek an academic challenge 

• enjoy debate 

• want an excellent springboard for the challenges of higher education  

• want a qualification that opens many opportunities both in higher education and in 

career choices. 

You will gain many transferable skills, analysis and interpretation of information and the ability to 

construct and justify a coherent argument. These skills are much sought after in many areas of 

academia as well as in commerce and industry. History combines well with humanities and is an 

excellent introduction to many BA Honours courses. History A Level can lead into careers such 

as law, the civil service, management and journalism. It is not essential to have studied History at 
GCSE to take A Level, but usually advised. 

 

Aims of the Course 
• to prepare students for degree-level study 

• to heighten awareness of the complex interrelation between social, political and 

economic factors in the decision-making process 

• to allow students to make sense of an increasingly complex and confusing world. 

 

Course Structure – Content and Assessment 
The course followed will be that of the 2015 Edexcel Board. 

 

A Level 
This is a linear qualification, all assessment to take place at the end of 2 years.  

 

Paper 1- Germany and West Germany, 1918-89  

(2 hours 15 mins paper, 30%) 

A study in breadth, students will learn about key political changes experience in a unified 

Germany and then in West Germany after the Second World War, and the impact of these 

changes. This option contains a study in depth of historical interpretations on how far Hitler’s 

foreign policy was responsible for the Second World War. 

 

Paper 2 – Spain, 1930-78: republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of 

democracy  
(1 hour 30 mins, 20%) 

A study in depth of Spain, a dramatic period for Spaniards which spanned years of democracy, 

dictatorship and then democracy again, and led to the creation of the modern Spanish state.  

 

  



Paper 3 – The British experience of warfare, c.1790 – 1918  

(2 hours 15 mins, 30%) 

This option looks at the long term changes of warfare and contextualises aspects in depth. 

Students explore the political, social and economic dimensions and their part in generating 

pressure for change. 

 

Coursework – Ireland: The causes of the Easter Rising 

(3,000- 4,000 essay, 20%) 

The purpose of coursework is to enable students to develop skills in the analysis and 

evaluation of interpretations of history and to understand the work of the historian. They will 

analyse, explain and evaluate the interpretations of Historians in the context of the causes of 

the Easter Rising. 

 

 

History and Key Skills 
A study of History will develop your Key Skills, for example, Problem Solving – the very 

nature of the subject matter and the questions posed by the issues faced make the whole 

subject one giant problem-solving exercise. Improving Own Learning and Performance – 

self-assessment and staff monitoring are very important. However, personal study and the 

ability to manage your own time effectively are crucial steps on the way to academic success. 

You will learn how to set and reach realistic targets. This will be especially important for the 

coursework module. 

 

It is important that students achieve level 7 in IGCSE History to take it into A Level. 

 

 

 

Suzanne Allen 

Head of History 

 
  



MATHEMATICS (A2) 

 
The Subject and its Potential  
  

Mathematics has practical applications in many fields and can be found employed, in some 

form or another, in most walks of life. The study of Mathematics encourages creative and 

problem-solving skills as well as discipline, logic and rigorous thought processes. For 

this reason, it is one of the most desirable A Level qualifications, allowing entry to a wide 

range of degrees and careers. For more information on the potential of Mathematics, please 

take a look at www.mathscareers.org.uk.  

  

There are plenty of good reasons to study Mathematics but one of the most important is that 

you enjoy it. In addition to supporting the Sciences, many past students have studied 

Mathematics alongside the Humanities, Arts and Languages for the pleasure and variety it gives 

them.  

  

Aims of the Course  
• Interest, enthusiasm and determination are all essential for success in this subject, and a 

good Level 8+ grade at IGCSE Mathematics is expected as a basis from which to begin 

the course. We will look at the raw score at IGCSE, rather than just the grade, to advise 

on the suitability of taking this subject at A Level.  

• During the two years we aim to build your confidence and enthusiasm for Mathematics, 

developing processes and techniques that build on the IGCSE and allow you to start 

connecting the different areas within the subject.  

• We aim to provide you with a strong Mathematical foundation upon which to build your 

future studies and careers, as well as a love of this wonderful subject.  

  

Course Structure – Content and Assessment  (Board - Edexcel)  

  
The reformed 2017 Maths A Level has replaced the previous modular system that 

students once studied.  

  

As a result, the reformed structure of the course no longer requires all students to sit the AS 

Level Mathematics examination at the end of Year 12. Instead, students will sit internal exams 

which will determine their suitability to continue their studies going into Year 13.  

  

The A Level Mathematics course is made up of 3 modules (2 Pure and 1 Applied) for which 

students will each sit a single 2-hour paper, where the use of scientific or graphical calculators 

are allowed.  

  

The Pure modules have a 100% core content which is broadly the same as the legacy C1-C4 

course. These modules are designed to expand upon the pure algebraic and geometric topics 

studied at IGCSE. The field of sequences and series is explored further and new topics such 

as logarithms, Radians and Trig Identities are introduced and developed extensively.  

  

The Applied module is made up of a combination of Statistics and Mechanics. Statistics will 

involve students expanding upon the Handling Data concepts covered at IGCSE where they 

will be introduced to the Normal distribution, Hypothesis testing and the concepts of Variance 

and Standard deviation. Whilst in Mechanics, students will study the motion of projectiles and 

the effect of various forces acting upon them in a variety of scenarios.  

  

http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/


Due to the rigors of the A Level Mathematics course, ALL students taking A Level 

Mathematics will be expected to complete an A Level preparation booklet which is required 

to be submitted upon return after the summer break.  

  

Students will then be assessed with a Bridging The Gap test within the first two weeks to 

ascertain their suitability to continue on the course.  

  

Students are regularly assessed throughout the academic year and complete a minimum of 

an hour’s independent work for every hour spent in the classroom. In addition to class time 

there are supporting lunchtime clinics as well as Mathematics seminar groups to help students 

prepare for their final exams in Year 13.  

  

Throughout the course, students’ concept of Mathematics and its application in the real world 

is constantly challenged and they are encouraged to read around the subject to appreciate 

this.  

  

  

Michael Maranzano  

Head of Mathematics  

  



MATHEMATICS AND FURTHER MATHEMATICS (A2)  

  

  

The Subject and its Potential  

  
For those students with a particular passion for Mathematics, we offer a combined 

Mathematics and Further Mathematics course. Further Mathematics is increasingly in demand 

from universities for all Engineering courses, Chemistry and Physics. It is also welcomed 

for Veterinary Science and Medicine.  

  

For more information on the relevance and potential of Further Mathematics, please explore 
the Further Mathematics Network website at www.fmnetwork.org.uk.  

  

Further Mathematics allows students to study Mechanics as well as the topics of Matrices and 

Complex Numbers which are so important to all Maths-rich degrees.  

  

Aims of the Course  

  
The course aims to quickly progress students through the early A Level Mathematics pure 

content which cover a lot of topics that are included in Additional Maths (studied by Set 1 in 

Year 11 and offered as a lunchtime club to Set 2 students). This allows extra time to explore 

the more challenging content of the later modules and for students to extend their studies to 

include work on STEP (Cambridge University Entrance exam) and MAT Mathematics (Oxford 

University Entrance exam).  

  

Course Structure – Content and Assessment   (Board - Edexcel)  
  

Module  
Studied in   

Yr 12  

Studied in  

Yr 13  
Detail  

Pure 1  X    Pure Maths  

Pure 2  X    Pure Maths  

Applied  X  X  Applied Stats & Mechanics  

FP1  X    Further Core Maths 1  

FP2    X  Further Core Maths 2  

Option 1  X  X  Further Decision 1  

Option 2    X  Further Mechanics 1  

  

In addition to the two Further Pure modules, students will also study Further Decision 1 and 

Further Mechanics 1.  

  

There remains some degree of flexibility within the structure of the Further Maths course. This 

allows the Maths teaching team to link more effectively content, vary the pace of lessons and 
ensure that each module is taught to meet the needs of each cohort. FP1 and specific chapters 

from Further Decision 1 and Further Mechanics 1 will begin to be taught towards the end of 

Year 12. Early entry is no longer possible with this reformed qualification.   

  
Due to the rigors of the A Level Further Mathematics course, students must attain a level 9 at 

IGCSE and are advised to have studied some form of Additional Maths (L3 FMSQ or L2 

certificate) in year 11.  

  

ALL students taking A Level Mathematics and Further Mathematics will be expected to complete 

an A Level preparation booklet which is required to be submitted upon return after the summer 
break. Students will then be assessed with a Bridging the Gap test within the first two weeks of 

http://www.fmnetwork.org.uk/


September as well as sit internal exams in October to ascertain their suitability to continue 

on the course.  

  

Additional Support  

  

Whether studying Maths or Further Maths all students can receive additional support outside 

lessons through attending weekly drop in Maths clinic sessions, whilst all Further Mathematicians 

are encouraged to participate in STEP club to develop a deeper understanding and application 

of Maths in preparation for Cambridge or Oxford entrance exams.  

  

  

  

  

Michael Maranzano  

Head of Mathematics  

 

  



MEDIA STUDIES A Level 
 

The Subject and its Potential 

 
This course enables candidates to develop a critical awareness and understanding of the media 

and its role in building and moulding society and its attitudes through the exploration of the 

products of Media production processes (media texts), the institutions which produce them 

and the audiences which respond to them. 

 

Media is a respected academic discipline, as evidenced by Cambridge University’s inclusion of 

it as part of their foundation year in English. The course leads to qualifications that are 
recognised by the industry, thus opening up opportunities for future employment in the media 

sector. In addition, they provide an excellent foundation for further study in Media related 

courses in higher education, as well as Bachelor of Arts degrees at Russell Group Universities. 

 

Media Studies is highly compatible with many subjects because of the training it provides in 

independent and critical thinking and analysis. Specifically, there are opportunities for links 

with Arts and Humanities subjects.  A distinctive feature of the course is the practical 

production element, this enables candidates to put theory into practice by creating their own 

media products, thus affording opportunities for engagement in creative, imaginative and 

aesthetic activity. 

 

Aims of the Course 
Media is an interesting and exciting area of study, which is relevant in all areas of society.  This 

course is designed to foster students’ creative skills and develop their critical thinking. It is 

open to anyone genuinely interested by the methods used in the construction of Media texts 

on both a theoretical and applied level, though it is recommended that you have strong passes 

at both GCSE English Language and English Literature. Alongside the theoretical studies, 

students are taught to use industry standard software through their production work and 

encouraged to produce practical work throughout the year to be entered into national film 

competitions. Through production work, students develop their skills in a variety of areas, 

namely organisation, self-discipline and teamwork which are clearly essential in the modern 

world to succeed in further education and all careers. 
  

Course Structure – Content and Assessment 

 
We will be following the syllabus offered by the OCR Examinations Board. There are two 

exam papers and one coursework unit. 

 

Paper One: Media Messages (35% of the A Level) 

 
Section A: Students explore the world of news production within the UK examining content 

across newspapers, magazines and on-line media. 

 

Section B: Students explore media language and representation across the medium of 

advertising and marketing, whilst exploring the production of music videos as a media form. 

 

Paper Two: Evolving Media (35% of the A Level) 

Section A: Students explore media industries and audiences, through examining the 

mediums of radio, video games and the film industry. 

Section B: Students explore the medium of television drama, through examining a range of 

specific TV dramas (including non-English language productions) 

 

 



Coursework Production (30% of the A Level) 

Students produce a cross-media product in response to a set brief, an example of this would 

be the production of a music video along with a website to promote the artist, or an 

original magazine with an accompanying website. 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie House 

Head of Media Studies 

  



CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION BTEC 

Digital Film and Television Production 

This qualification is designed to provide a technical introduction to digital film and video 

production. Learners develop skills in areas such as single and multi-camera techniques, 

sound recording and film editing. 

The two-year course will involve a combination of assessment styles with a range of vocation 

assignments and tasks. Students will experience a 'hands on' approach to developing their own 

media production skills through access to advanced digital media technologies. 

The BTEC course carries the same UCAS points as an A Level and supports students in 

applications to higher education courses, as well as those wishing to pursue careers within 

the Media industry beyond their studies. The course is particularly suited to students who are 

creative and innovative, enjoy working collaboratively with others and embrace the world of 

digital technologies. 

The BTEC course is designed to give young people a taste of what it is like to work within 

the media industry, therefore the course includes units such as pre-production portfolio, that 

teach students the skills required to work as part of a production team within a media 

industry. There is plenty of hands-on learning, where students learn how to use a range of 

digital media production programs such as Adobe’s Premiere Pro and After Effects. 

Course Structure 

During the two-year course students complete five units consisting of four production tasks 

and one exam assignment responding to a brief. 

 

Units Covered: 

 
Digital Media Skills (Exam Unit): Learners look at the creative digital media technical 

skills required to produce a product to a prescribed brief. 

 

Film Production- Fiction: This unit will focus on the process of producing a short narrative 

film or film extract that uses generic conventions. 

 

Scriptwriting: Learners will develop their understanding of the role of scriptwriters before 
exploring scriptwriting techniques and developing scripts for media products. 

 

Single Camera Techniques: This unit will explore the techniques needed to produce a 

single camera production. 

 

Film Editing: Learners will explore the purposes and techniques of editing for film and 

television and develop skills in different editing tools to produce a final, edited sequence. 

 

 

Stephanie House 

Head of Media Studies 
 

  



MODERN LANGUAGES: FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH 

The Subject and its Potential 

The aim of A Level French/German/Spanish is to help students to develop a real passion for 

modern languages, to increase their knowledge of the nature and diversity of different cultures 

and to provide them with the knowledge, skills and understanding for practical use, further 

study and employment. The course will build upon the knowledge and language skills you have 

acquired at GCSE and will give you the tools and confidence to use language in a variety of 

situations. 

Speaking a foreign language is, and has always been, an invaluable skill to have. Studying a 

language at A Level will not only greatly increase your linguistic skills and cultural awareness 

but will also offer you excellent employability prospects. According to Oxford University, 

“modern linguists are among the most sought-after graduates in Britain” and the skills gained 

by studying languages are much prized by employers. Speaking a foreign language can open up 

an array of opportunities in the world of international politics, multinational organisations, 

journalism, media…etc. In today’s globalised world, languages play a vital role. 

An A Level in modern foreign languages can help you gain access to your university of choice; 

languages are a pre-requisite for many university courses and languages are one of the 

“preferred subjects” by the Russell Group of universities. Whether you choose to do a degree 

course in French/German/Spanish or to study languages alongside a university course in 

another subject, studying languages at A Level and beyond will provide you with many 

transferrable skills which will greatly complement and enhance your other studies. 

Aims of the Course 

The focus of the A Level language course is perfecting communication at a higher level in 

French/German/Spanish and to develop the four key language skills; reading, writing, speaking 

and listening. Students also have the opportunity to immerse themselves in the society and 

culture of the language they are studying, further developing their passion and love for the 

language. 

Reading - You will be able to read, understand and extract information from written passages 

in French/German/Spanish that are taken from authentic sources, such as literature works, 

magazines and newspapers. 

Listening - You will be able to listen to and understand contemporary spoken language and 

answer questions on what you have heard. The passages that you will learn to listen to will 

be taken from a range of sources, such as news reports on the radio or TV, advertisements, 

announcements, interviews and discussions. 

Speaking and Writing - You will learn how to write essays or longer pieces and to hold 

conversations and discussions in French/German/Spanish. You will learn all the appropriate 

grammar, words and phrases that will help you to: 

• present information in the target language 

• provide opinions 

• organise your arguments 

• analyse your ideas 

 



Course Structure - Content and Assessment 

A Level French (AQA) / A Level German (Edexcel) / A Level Spanish (Edexcel) 

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing (2 hours 30 minutes) 

50% of A Level 

What's assessed: 

• Aspects of Hispanic/German/French society 

• Artistic culture in the Hispanic/German/French world 

• Multiculturalism in Hispanic/German/French society 

• Aspects of political life in Hispanic/German/French society 

• Grammar 

Questions 

• Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 

covering different registers and adapted as necessary. 

• Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn from a 

range of authentic sources and adapted as necessary. 

• Summarising a passage in the target language (Spanish/ German/ French) 

• Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words. 

• Translation into Spanish/German/French; a passage of minimum 100 words. 

Paper 2: Writing (2 hours) 

20% of A Level 

What's assessed: 

• One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification 

• Grammar 

Questions 

• Either one question in Spanish/German/French on a set text from a choice of two questions 

and one question in Spanish/German/French on a set film from a choice of two questions or 

two questions in Spanish/German/French on set texts from a choice of two questions on each 

text. 

• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered in the 

work and a critical and analytical response to features such as the form and the technique of 

presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a prose 

text or camera work in a film). 



• Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. 

Paper 3: Speaking (21-23 minutes) 

30% of A Level 

What's assessed: 

• Individual research project 

• One of four sub-themes ie. Aspects of Hispanic/German/French society or Artistic culture 

in the Hispanic/German/French world or Multiculturalism in Hispanic/German/French 

society or Aspects of political life in Hispanic/German/French society 

Questions 

• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6 minutes). The 

student studies the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test (25 marks). 

• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual research project (35 

marks). 

 

Christelle Fournès 

Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

  



MUSIC 
 

The Subject and its Potential 
Music at Advanced Level builds on the Listening, Performing and Composing skills developed 

at GCSE. What is required is an interest in and commitment to the subject. A minimum of 

Grade 6 standard is required on the student’s principal instrument, in addition to confidence 

with reading sheet music, orchestral scores and music theory. 

 

An A Level in Music can lead to further study in Music or Performing Arts. Equally, this subject 

is often a secondary component in either Arts or Science-based courses. Career possibilities 

for musicians are as varied as the subject itself. Employers value musicians as good ‘team 

players’, as people capable both of understanding and interpreting complex instructions and 

of learning and using a precise technical vocabulary. A surprising number of doctors and 

lawyers have Music in their academic background! 

 

Aims of the Course 
The course aims to: 

• encourage students to extend their ability to communicate through Music and take 

part in music-making 

• develop a student’s understanding of the history of music, their aural skills and 

understanding of how music is constructed. 

• encourage an involvement in and appreciation of the diverse and dynamic nature of 

Music. 

• encourage the development of particular strengths and interests, which can lead to 

life-long learning and provide access to music-related careers 

• provide a worthwhile, satisfying and complete course of study which broadens 

experience, develops imagination, fosters creativity and promotes personal and social 

development. 

 

A Level Course 

A Level consists of 3 components. 

The main areas of focus are Performing, Composing and Historical/Analytical Skills.  

 

Component No. Title Method of 

assessment 

     Marks  Weighting 

9MU0/01 Performing External marking         60       30% 

9MU0/02 Composing  External marking         60       30% 

9MU0/03 Appraising External marking        100        40% 

 

Component 1 – Performing (60 marks) 

Students prepare a recital on any instrument/voice that is recorded onto CD and sent to the 

board for marking.  

• Solo or Ensemble recital of 8-10 minutes 

• Recorded on a chosen date by us in March / April 

• Marks are awarded depending on the Grade standard of the piece chosen. 

  



Component 2 – Composing (60 marks) 

 

Composition 1 – Free Composition or brief that you like by the board linked to AOS (40 marks). 

Must be a minimum of 4 minutes long. 

 

Composition 2 – Compositional Technique chosen from a list of briefs, released in April 

                         (20 marks) Composed in 4-6 hours under controlled conditions 

                          A minimum of 1 minute long 

 

• Compositions are entered as detailed musical scores and a CD recording    

• Both compositions together must total a minimum of 6 minutes 

 

Component 3 – Appraising Exam (100 marks) [2 Hours 10 mins] 

 

Set Works - An anthology of set works is studied throughout the year and this provides the 

basis for the exam. 

 

Vocal Music • J.S Bach  - Cantata BWV80 

• Vaughan Williams – On Wenlock Edge 

Instrumental Music • Clara Schumann – Piano Trio in G Minor 

• Berlioz – Symphonie Fantastique 

Music for Film • Bernard Harmann – Psycho  

• Danny Elfman –  Batman Returns 

Popular Music and Jazz • Beatles – ‘Revolver’ Album 

• Courtney Pine – ‘Back in the Day’ 

• Kate Bush – Hound of Love 

Fusions • Debussy – ‘Estampes: Nos 1 and 2’ 

• Anoushka Shanker – Breathing Under Water 

New Directions • Saariaho – Petals for Solo Cello and Electronics 

• Stravinsky– The Rite of Spring 

 

Section A (50 marks)  

• Q1-3: Detailed questions about the set works  (skeleton score and CD provided) 

• Q4 :   Melodic / Rhythmic Dictation skills 

 

Section B (35 marks) 

• Q5: Essay on an unfamiliar piece of music that is linked to your set works (20 marks) 

• Q6: chose one essay from a choice of 4 based upon set works. (30 marks) 

 

 

Sophie Brack 

Director of Music 

  



PHILOSOPHY 

 

The Subject and its Potential 
 

 “There will be no end to the troubles of states, or of humanity itself, till philosophers become 

kings in this world, or till those we now call kings and rulers really and truly become 

philosophers, and political power and philosophy thus come into the same hands.” Plato 

 

Philosophy is the love of wisdom. It is wanting to understand everything, but not being 

prepared to take anything on trust. The Philosopher challenges everything; they are the adult 

who never quite grew out of the child’s game of asking ‘why?’ to everything they are told. 

Philosophy straddles the sciences, the arts and the humanities, taking the best of each, 

informing each, and moving further. That is why not just rulers, but everyone, should study 

Philosophy. 

 

In Philosophy and Religion, we explore the complex and diverse religious and secular ideas, 

beliefs and morals which exist in Britain and the world today. We aim to guide students in 

producing their own well-reasoned answers in response to philosophical, ethical and religious 

ultimate questions. 

Aims of the Course 
 
Students follow the AQA Philosophy A Level. 

 

We set high standards of the students, and expect students to meet them. The material 

covered in Philosophy is intellectually challenging, but also interesting and stimulating. We 

therefore expect students to engage with it effectively. 

 

To achieve this, we believe in a questioning approach. We ask complex questions, and analyse 

and evaluate answers. We do not, however, teach the answer. 

 

In class, the students are given a safe environment in which to explore philosophical, ethical, 

religious and secular ideas, their own thoughts, and the arguments of others. Lessons are 

interactive, with students encouraged to take an active, rather than passive role. Lessons are 

also relevant. We delve into issues that impact on all of us, and which appear all around us in 

our everyday lives, in the media, and in the world we live in. 

Entry Requirements 
GCSE Religious Studies is not essential. You will, however, need to have achieved Grade 6 

(or higher) in English and a Humanities discipline (Geography, History or Religious Studies). 

Course Structure – Content and Assessment (Board – AQA) 
 
The A Level in Philosophy involves the study of four units, two in Year 12 and two in Year 

13.  

 

Students will study extracts of differing lengths from a variety of philosophical texts, such as 

Hume’s Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason and 

Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics.  

 

Students will also engage in a more in-depth study of Descartes’ Meditations. 
 

 

 



Year 12: (2 units) 

 

 

Epistemology – The Theory of Knowledge 

 

• The definition of knowledge: What is propositional knowledge? 

• Perception as a source of knowledge: What are the immediate objects of 

perception? 

• Reason as a source of knowledge: Is knowledge that is purely rational 

possible? 

• The limits of knowledge: Are there things that cannot be known? 

 

Moral Philosophy 

• Normative Ethical Theories: How do we decide what it is morally right to 

do? 

• Applied Ethics: Applying the ethical theories to specific issues such 

simulated killing 

• Meta-Ethics: What is the status of ethical language? 

 

 

Both units are assessed through one, combined three-hour exam. This exam is worth 50% of the A 

Level and is sat at the end of Year 13. 

 

Year 13: (2 units) 

 

Metaphysics of God 

• The Concept of God: Who or What is God? 

• Arguments related to the existence of God: Arguments for and against 

the existence of God 

• Religious Language: Is it possible to speak meaningfully about God? 

 

Metaphysics of Mind 

• What is the mind? 

• Dualism: Are the body and the soul or mind different sorts of thing? 

• Physicalism: Is the mind entirely physical (material)? 

 

 

Both units are assessed through one, combined three-hour exam. This exam is worth 50% of the A 

Level and is sat at the end of Year 13. 

 

Philosophy and Key Skills 
 

Students are taught key, transferable skills such as critical analysis and evaluation skills, as well 

as how to produce good, coherent pieces of extended writing. We aim, therefore, to produce 

students who are informed, insightful, inquisitive and highly skilled. 

 

 

Alexander Gaunt 

Head of Philosophy and Religion 



PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

Who are we looking for?  

Photography is both an academic and creative subject. Students will need to have the ability 

to carry out extensive research, experiment, develop ideas and present well-informed 

concepts and outcomes. Time management on these courses is essential.  

   

 

Photography students will:  
 

o Ideally have studied GCSE Art or Media and have achieved a level 9-6  

(although this is not essential, potential students MUST demonstrate a 

proven passion for the subject)  

o Need to have a genuine interest in Photography, as it is a very demanding subject and is 

highly time consuming  

o Be able to generate exciting concepts with real meaning behind outcomes  

o Be able to write analytically about the work of a range of traditional and contemporary 

photographers  

o Need to be organised, self-motivated and able to present work to a high quality  

o Be keen to learn about the technical aspects of photography  

o Be creative, imaginative and forward thinking  
 

 

The Specification:  
 

Our Edexcel A Level in Photography has been designed to ensure that students not only 

develop practical skills and abilities, but also study its various contexts. So, in addition to 

creating photographic artefacts, students will be encouraged to reflect on their own work and 

on the work of others and will develop aesthetic understanding and critical judgement.  

 
Students will also develop intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive powers, as well as 

investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills.  

   

 

The Four Assessment Objectives include:  
A01: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and 

other sources demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.  

   

A02: Experiment with and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and 

processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops.  



   

A03: Record in visual and other forms ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, 

demonstrating an ability to reflect on work and progress.  

   

A04: Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating critical 

understanding, realising intentions and, where appropriate, making connections between 

visual, oral or other elements.  

   

Studying Photography at A Level   
 

Studying Photography at A Level is very rewarding and students will have the opportunity to 

explore their own ideas and develop exciting outcomes. Lessons are divided up between 

whole class workshops to help develop skills, personal tutorials, group critiques and 

independent study. Students receive personal weekly feedback and targets and this allows 

them to develop concepts that are individual to them. In Year 13, students complete a 

personal investigation and, as part of this project, they produce a written essay that explores 

their concept. This research essay supports students’ practical work and allows them to 

demonstrate a deeper understanding of their theme and influences.  

   

The Externally Set Assignment is released on 1st February and contains a theme and suggested 

starting points. Students have from 1st February until the commencement of the final 15-hour 

period of sustained focus to develop preparatory studies. The 15-hour period of sustained 

focus under examination conditions may take place over multiple sessions (usually held at the 

beginning of May).  

   

What else do we offer?  

• We offer two dark room days and a two-day exam preparation open studio during 

the Easter holidays  
• Regular access to the school’s darkroom 
• A Level students have their own studio to work in outside of lessons  
• Open studio runs Tuesday to Thursday from 4-6pm  

• The opportunity to enter various Photography competitions  

• Organised trips including the bi-annual opportunity to partake in an international 

trip  

• All Photography students are expected to visit galleries in their own time  

 

Housekeeping  

   

Students will incur a cost of approximately £60 for a starter pack which includes:  

• Sketchbooks, portfolio, photographic paper, dark room materials and film.   

  

NB. Students must ensure they wear protective clothing. The school does not accept responsibility for 

damage to clothing. Students must accept responsibility for the storage of their artwork in their plan 

chests and subsequent collection of their artwork.  

   

 

Victoria Lewis 

Head of Art & Photography   



PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

A Level 
 

The Subject and its Potential 

Physical Education is a multi-faceted discipline.  Accordingly, the specification integrates diverse 

theoretical fields whilst seeking to enhance the individual’s sporting performance. 

 

The course provides students with a comprehensive and coherent course of study enabling them 

to proceed to University where they could choose to study linked courses such as Biomechanics, 

Physiology, Sports Science, Teaching, Sport Psychology and Physiotherapy.   
 

Aims of the Course 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 

 Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 

physical activity and sport 

 Understand how physiological and psychological states affect performance 

 Understand the key socio-cultural factors that influence people’s involvement in 

physical activity and sport 

 Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance 

 Improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective 

thinkers with curious and enquiring minds. 

 

AQA Exam Board 

 

A Level Two Year Course 

 

PAPER 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity & sport      

  

 

Written examination: 2 Hours 

35% of the qualification 105 marks 

Content overview 

• Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology (35 marks) 

• Section B: Skill Acquisition (35 marks) 

• Section C: Sport & Society (35 marks) 

 
Students will be assessed via multiple choice, short answers and extended writing. 

 

Students will learn about the cardio-respiratory, cardiovascular, respiratory, neuromuscular, 

musculo-skeletal and energy systems within section A. 

 

In section B pupils will learn about skill continuums, skill classification, principles and theories of 

learning and performance, use of guidance and feedback and memory models. 

 

Finally section C pupils will learn about the emergence of globalisation of sport in the 21st 

century and the impact of sport on society and of society on sport. 

  



PAPER 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity & sport 

 

Written examination: 2 Hours 

35% of the qualification 105 marks 

Content overview 

• Section A: Exercise physiology & biomechanics (35 marks) 

• Section B: Sport Psychology (35 marks) 

• Section C: Sport & Society & Technology in sport (35 marks) 

 

Students will be assessed via multiple choice, short answers and extended writing. 

 

Students in section A will learn about diet & nutrition, training methods, injury prevention & 

rehabilitation, biomechanical principles, levers, linear motion, angular motion, projectile motion 

and fluid mechanics. 

 

In section B students will study psychological factors including attitudes, arousal, anxiety, 

aggression, motivation, achievement motivation theory, social facilitation, group dynamics, 

importance of goal setting, attribution theory, self-efficacy & confidence, leadership and stress 

management. 

 

Finally, in section C students will cover concepts of physical activity & sport, development of 

elite performers, ethics in sport, violence in sport, drugs in sport, sport and the law, impact of 

commercialisation and the role of technology. 

 

NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT: Practical performance in sport    

 

1. Students assessed as a performer or coach in the full sided version of one 

activity 
2. Written/verbal analysis & evaluation of performance 

 

30% of the qualification 90 marks 

 

Performer or coach = 

• Technical quality – aspect 1 (15 marks) 

• Technical quality aspect 2 (15 marks) 

• Application of strategic/tactical awareness (15 marks) 

 

Included activities: 

Amateur Boxing, Association Football, Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Camogie, Canoeing, 

Cricket, Cycling, Dance, Diving, Equestrian, Gaelic football, Golf, Gymnastics, Handball, Hockey, 

Hurling, Kayaking, Lacrosse, Netball, Rock Climbing, Rowing, Rugby League, Rugby Union, 

Sculling, Skiing, Snowboarding, Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, Trampolining, Volleyball 

 

Written/verbal analysis & evaluation of performance: 

- Analysis (identify and explain strengths & weaknesses) = 20 marks 

- Evaluation (identify causes of weaknesses and developing corrective measures to 

address these) = 25 marks 

 

 

Phil Douse 

Head of Academic Physical Education  



Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport 
 

 

Who should take this course: 

 

Pupils who have an interest in Physical Education and would prefer a course that favours 

coursework-styled assessment over written exams. 

 

The BTEC Level 3 course has a broad basis of study for the sport sector. This qualification is 

designed to support progression to higher education when taken as part of a programme of 

study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.  

 

This course is worth the same number of UCAS points as an A Level with a distinction 

being worth the equivalent of an A at A Level. 

 

Assessment is a combination of: 

- Externally Assessed Units (Unit 1 & 2) 

- Internally Assessed Units (All other units) 

 

The course is delivered over two years and consists of three mandatory modules 

and then a choice of optional units. 

 
Mandatory Course Content: 

- Anatomy & Physiology (external assessment via 1.5 hour exam) 

- Fitness Training & Programming for Health, Sport & Well-being (external assessment via 

completing task set and completed under supervised conditions) 

- Professional Development in the Sports Industry (Internal assessment) 

 

Optional Units (All internally assessed) 

- Sports Leadership  

- Application of Fitness Testing  

- Sports Psychology 

- Practical Sports Performance 

 

 

Mandatory Units: 

 

Unit 1: Anatomy & Physiology: 

Learners explore how the skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular and respiratory systems function 

and the fundamentals of the energy systems. 

 

Unit 2: Fitness Training & Programming for Health, Sport & Well-being: 

Learners explore client screening and lifestyle assessment, fitness training methods and fitness 

programming to support improvements in a client’s health and well-being. 

 

Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry 

Learners explore the knowledge and skills required for different career pathways in the sports 

industry. Learners will take part in, and reflect on, a personal skills audit, career action plan and 

practical interview assessment activities. 

  



Optional Units: 

 

Unit 4: Sports Leadership 

Learners study what makes a good leader, the different capacities of this role, and the 

leadership skills and techniques necessary when leading activities in different roles. 

 

Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing 

Learners gain an understanding of the requirements of fitness testing and learn how to safely 

conduct a range of fitness tests for different components of fitness. 

 

Unit 6: Sports Psychology 

This unit covers the psychological dimensions of sport, and introduces psychological 

techniques that can be used to enhance performance. 

 

Unit 7: Practical Sports Performance 

Learners study the skills, techniques, tactics and rules of selected sports through active 

participation in individual/team sports. 

 

 

Phil Douse 

Head of Academic Physical Education 

  



PHYSICS 
 

To study Physics at A Level, students are expected to have achieved a grade 8 or 9 in GCSE 

Physics or GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (requiring an 8 or 9 in the Physics component of 

the Combined Science papers). 

 

The Subject and its Potential 

Physics A Level is a recognised entry qualification for a wide range of higher education courses.  

It provides sound preparation for employment in the science sector through engineering, 

chemical engineering, medicine and related areas such as radiography and biotechnology. 

 

Mathematical Requirement 
• To study Physics you should have a minimum of grade 7 or equivalent in Mathematics at 

GCSE. 

 

• If you intend to take Physics to A Level, it is highly recommended to take Mathematics at 

A Level, but not essential. 

 

• If you intend to study Physics or Engineering beyond A Level it is essential that you 

take Mathematics at A Level. 

 

 

Aims of the Course 
• To build on concepts and skills that will have been developed in the GCSE Science 

specifications, presenting Physics as exciting, relevant and challenging.  

• To present essential principles in contexts that students find interesting and 

stimulating. 

• To develop practical skills alongside understanding of concepts and principles.  

• To foster the application of knowledge. 

 

Course Structure 
From September 2015 we have been offering the new AQA specification in Physics to provide 

a seamless progression from GCSE level Physics.  

 

The Assessment Objectives examined in the Physics Course are: 
• AO1 knowledge and understanding 

• AO2 application and analysis 

• AO3 analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence 

 

  



Subject Content 

Sections 1–5 are designed to be covered in the first year of the A Level. 

 

1. Measurements and their errors 

2. Particles and radiation 

3. Waves 

4. Mechanics and materials 

5. Electricity 

 

Sections 6 – 8, plus ONE optional section from 9 – 13 are designed to be covered in the 

second year of the A Level. At Lingfield we have chosen Astrophysics as our optional topic. 

 

6. Further mechanics and thermal physics 

7. Fields and their consequences 

8. Nuclear physics 

 

Optional topics: 

9. Astrophysics 

10. Medical physics 

11. Engineering physics 

12. Turning points in physics 

13. Electronics 

 

Assessment 

 
Sections 1-8 + 1 optional topic are assessed by three papers weighted as follows: Paper 1 and 

2 will have a weighting of 34% of the course each and Paper 3 will have a weighting of 32% of 

the course.   

 

Assessment of practical skills in the AQA A Level specification will be by written exams only 

with approximately 18% of the marks in the papers related to practical work. Overall, at least 

40% of the marks in assessments for physics will require the use of mathematical skills. 

 

A Level grades will be based only on marks from written exams.  

 

A separate endorsement of practical skills will be taken alongside the A Level. This will be 

assessed by teachers and will be based on direct observation of students’ competency in a 

range of skills that are not assessable in written exams. Teachers will assess students against 

Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) issued by the awarding organisations. 

Students who demonstrate the required standard across all the requirements of the CPAC 

will receive a ‘pass’ grade. 

 

Textbooks  
The course will be supported by textbooks. These are purchased by the students. 

 

 

 

Mr J Hawley        Mr J Grant 

Head of Physics       Head of Science 

  



PSYCHOLOGY 
 

Why choose Psychology? 
Psychology is a highly academic discipline but one that is also part of our everyday life.  A 

formal definition of Psychology is that it is the ‘scientific study of mental processes and 

behaviour’.  Psychology aims to understand human behaviour and attempts to predict how 

people will react in a given situation. 

 

A Level Psychology can be used in a wide variety of career areas, including Educational 

Psychology, Clinical Psychology, Occupational Psychology, police work, Marketing/advertising, 

nursing, teaching, social work, counselling, human resource management and speech therapy.  

 

Entry Requirements 
Ideally you will have a grade 6 in Biology GCSE or GCSE Science (although consideration will 

be given to lower grades) and at least a grade 6 in Maths and a written subject. Also important 

is an interest in Psychology and a willingness to read more widely. 

 

Aims of the Course 
The aim of the course is to improve students’ ability to evaluate theories and research.  We 

also aim to improve students’ research skills and their ability to apply theory to everyday life.  

By the end of the course, students will have improved their ability to critically evaluate, which 
is a key skill for university courses and in the world of work. 

 

Course Structure – Content and Assessment 
We will be following the AQA specification.  There are three units, with each unit being 

assessed through examination. Each unit across the whole course is equally weighted (33.3% 

contribution to the overall grade) and will be assessed with a two-hour written paper. 

 

Unit 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology 
Social Influence: Types & explanations of conformity, including conformity to social roles 

looking at Zimbardo’s famous prison experiment. Explanations of obedience, taking particular 

reference to Milgram’s electric shock experiment. Explanations of how we resist social 

influence and how it has helped to bring about social change. 

 

Memory: The models and different processes of our memory including encoding, capacity & 

duration of short & long term memory. The inaccuracy of Eye Witness Testimony and how 

to improve EWT using the cognitive interview.  

 

Attachments: Caregiver-infant interactions and how attachments are formed. Types of 

attachment, including cultural variations and what happens when an attachment is broken or 

hasn’t formed. How early attachments influence our relationships later on in life. 

 

Psychopathology: Definitions of abnormality, with reference to the characteristics of 

Phobias, depression and obsessive compulsive disorder. Behavioural, Cognitive & Biological 

explanations of these disorders and how to treat them with different types of therapy. 

 

  



Unit 2: Psychology in Context 
Approaches in Psychology: The origins of Psychology and the basic assumptions of the 

four main approaches in explaining human behaviour; Behavioural approach, Cognitive 

approach,  

Biological approach, Psychodynamic approach & Humanistic Psychology. 

 

Biopsychology: The divisions of the nervous system, the function of the endocrine system, 

fight or flight responses linked to adrenaline and the structure & function of neurons and their 

activity. Localisation of function in the brain, scanning techniques and how our biological 

rhythms effect our sleep/wake cycle.  

 

Research Methods: Knowledge & understanding of the practical skills needed to complete 
psychological research. The experimental method and scientific processes, data handling & 

analysis and inferential testing.  

 

 

Unit 3: Issues and options in Psychology 

 
Issues & Debates in Psychology: Overview of the issues and debates which effect 

psychological topics; gender, culture, free will vs. determinism, nature vs. nurture, holism vs. 

reductionism and ethical implications of research. 

 

Cognitive Development: This is a field of study focusing on a child's development in terms 

of information processing, conceptual resources, perceptual skill, language learning, and other 

aspects of brain development and cognitive psychology compared to an adult's point of view. 

 

Schizophrenia: Explores the diagnosis and characteristics of Schizophrenia. Students will 

learn the Biological and Psychology explanations for the development of the disorder and look 

into the main treatments including drug therapy and cognitive behavioural therapy. 

 

Forensic Psychology studies problems with defining crime, offender profiling, biological & 

psychological explanations of offending behaviour and dealing with offending behaviour. 

 

 

 

David Scott 

Head of Psychology 
  



Proposed Destinations of Year 13 2021 
University or Post Lingfield plans 
Anglia Ruskin Psychology with Clinical Psychology 

Apprenticeships Marketing 

Bath Spa Forensic Psychology 

Bath Aerospace Engineering, Psychology, Sports & Exercise Science 

Birmingham Engineering, History 

Bournemouth Psychology 

Brighton Business Management with Marketing 

Bristol West of England Film Studies 

Bristol  History, Marketing 

Brunel Sports Science 

Canterbury Christchurch Primary Education 

Cardiff Architecture, Business Management, Media & Communications, Geography, 

Physiotherapy, Psychology 

Chester Interior Design Degree affiliated with the University of Chester 

Durham Psychology 

Edge Hill Primary Education 

Edinburgh Napier Film 

Edinburgh History of Art 

Exeter Business & Management, Law, Nursing, Psychology 

Gap Year  Before applying for Medicine, Law, History, Sports Science, Drama School 

Imperial Aeronautical Engineering 

King's College, London History & Political Economy, English 

Leeds Becket Sport & Exercise Science, Business Management with Marketing 

Leeds Accounting & Finance, Business Management with Marketing, Law  

Liverpool Architecture, English Literature 

Loughborough Art Foundation, Economics, Management, Psychology 

Loyola Marymount, US Film 

Manchester Metropolitan Advertising & Brand Communications 

Newcastle Psychology 

Nottingham Trent Fashion Marketing & Branding, Psychology 

Nottingham Criminology, Law, Medicine 

Open University Arts & Humanities with a Specialism in Creative Writing 

Oxford Mathematics & Philosophy 

Oxford Brookes Events Management 

Portsmouth Mechanical Engineering 

Queen Mary Accounting & Finance, Law 

Ravensbourne Art Foundation, Editing & Post-Production 

Reading Accounting & Business PwC Degree Programme 

Southampton Computer Science, Economics, Marketing, Engineering, 

Surrey Business Management (Marketing) 

Sussex Psychology with Business & Management 

University College London Anthropology 

Warwick Global Sustainable Development & Business Studies, Philosophy, Politics & 

Economics 

York History & Politics 
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