
Photography is one of the most important and influential forms of visual
communication and expression in the world today. As a subject, it combines both
academic and creative skills. Students carry out extensive research, experiment,
develop ideas and, present well-informed concepts and outcomes. 

The course is designed to ensure that students not only develop the skills required
to produce their own high-quality photography but also to reflect aesthetically on
their work and analyse and understand the work of others. By the end of the
course, students will have created a comprehensive portfolio of 
work and developed an understanding of the creative process in industries using 
photography. 

Photography 

The course is particularly
valuable to students who go
on to Art Foundation
courses, Photography or
relevant degrees. Good
photography skills will serve
you well throughout a range
of creative and related
professions, including
marketing, design, digital
media and filmmaking. 

Four Assessment Objectives include: 
1. Develop ideas through sustained and focused 
investigations informed by contextual and other 
sources demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding. 

2. Experiment with and select appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work 
develops. 

3. Record in visual and other forms ideas, 
observations and insights relevant to intentions, 
demonstrating an ability to reflect on work and 
progress. 

4. Present a personal, informed and 
meaningful response demonstrating critical 
understanding, realising intentions and, where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, 
oral or other elements. 

Lessons are divided between whole class 
workshops, personal tutorials, group critiques 
and independent study. Students receive personal 
weekly feedback and targets which allows them to
develop concepts that are individual to them.

Ideally, students should be able to demonstrate a
proven passion for the subject. This is a
demanding and time-consuming subject, so it is
expected that students will have a genuine
interest in Photography. They should also be able
to write analytically about the works of a range of
traditional and contemporary photographers.

Students have access to a wide range of
enrichment opportunities which contribute to
personal growth and development and support
their academic studies through trips, including
visits to galleries and exhibitions. Students can
access our fabulous dark room, join our open
studio sessions, and take part in our annual Art
Show or photography competitions. 

COURSE CONTENT

SKILLS REQUIRED

ASSESSMENT

Personal Investigation & Practical Work 
In Year 13, students complete a personal
investigation and they produce a written essay
that explores their concept. This research essay
supports students’ practical work and allows
them to demonstrate a deeper understanding
of their themes and influences. 60% of final
marks. 

Externally-set Assignment 
Students are expected to respond to an
externally set theme and suggested starting
points. Students have from 1st February until
the commencement of the final 15-hour period
of sustained focus to develop preparatory
studies. The 15-hour period of sustained focus
under examination conditions may take place
over multiple sessions (usually held at the
beginning of May). 40% of final marks.
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